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suppose that they do not again meet till both are
thirty years old. One can then imagine how great
the difference between the two brothers will have
become. It will in the main be that which two widely
differing polities have impressed on their two similar
natures, a difference as great as that impressed by two
different seals on two pieces of exactly similar wax.
Had both the brothers remained in Russia, or had
both been taken to the United States, they would
have remained as like each other as twins usually are.
The Greeks were the first to realise how largely
the structure of society determines the character of
those who grow up in that structure. They realised
the importance of the mould into which the metal of
human souls, while still fluid and plastic, is run. Of
the manifold ways of improving men they saw, as
the most important, the improvement of the social
structure in which they grew up. This far they saw,
that the structure of the state, to mould the char-
acter of its members aright, must be based on reality.
Such reality they conceived was goodness, not
pleasure, that instinct in men which made them men,
that sense of duty which prompted them to see
their own good in seeking the good of others than
themselves. This instinct they saw as the vitalising
principle of the state, which alone held it together,
and endowed it with the qualities of a living organ-
ism. Their life in cities, protected by seas and moun-
tains, had enabled them to realise states which
applied this principle to groups consisting at most of
some thousands of citizens. These groups were small
enough to meet and discuss what was best for the
group as a whole, to embody conclusions reached in
laws, to which every citizen was expected or made to
conform. They did not see how the principle could
ever be brought to apply to groups of citizens too
large to meet for discussion, or to frame laws in this
way. They saw the commonwealth as an institution